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The legitimacy of an intergovernmental organization refers to the support or 
identification manifested by the member states to the organization that they belong to, 
which is formed on the basis of the certain standard. It can be investigated from three 
aspects-the basis about benefits、values and mechanism. The basis about benefits 
mean that the international organization meets the needs of member states’ interests; 
the basis about values mean that the purposes of the international organization are in 
accord with the pursuits of member states and the principles of the international 
organization are accepted by its members; the basis about mechanism means that the 
member states’ interests can be fulfilled and the purposes of the international 
organization can be achieved under its framework. These three factors are interrelated 
and integrated, which constitute the basis of the legitimacy of international 
organization. The legitimation of an intergovernmental organization refers to a 
process, which is obtained and maintained by itself. If the legitimation of an 
intergovernmental organization can not proceed smoothly, there will be problems of 
legitimacy and even crisis of legitimacy when the conditions go worse. 
The solution to the problem of Cambodia strengthens the identification about 
ASEAN, and enhances the legitimacy of ASEAN.It also heightens its international 
status at the same time, and gradually recognized by the international community. 
Economic cooperation before the Cold War do not bring more advantages to the 
members. The legitimacy of ASEAN in this period is mainly reflected by meeting the 
security interests of Member States. After the Cold War, ASEAN strengthens its 
economic cooperation; the foundation of AFTA provides a new source of 
identification for ASEAN during the Post-Cold War era. The outbreak of the 
economic crisis weakens its non-solid legitimacy, but ASEAN also takes some 
measures after the crisis to restore the loss of its legitimacy to some extent. 
The Bangkok Declaration formulate the purposes of ASEAN, it accords with the 
pursuits of values for the members. The organizing principles of ASEAN scatter series 














used to deal with relations within the region. 
ASEAN is a regional organization which prefers loose mechanism, and it stills 
adopts the organizational norms which its core is “ASEAN’S way”, in spite of its 
inefficient decision-making and regional non-governmental actors do not have fully 
engagement space, it does not effect the legitimacy of AESAN,the member states are 
willing to cooperate within the loose framework.  
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